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By-Laws 
Coeur d’Alene Mining District 

As written June 7, 1883 

 
Sec 1.   All locations on lodes or veins of quartz to conform with the U.S. laws of May 

10, 1872, as nearly as practicable, viz., fifteen hundred (1500) in length, by six hundred 

(600) feet in width. 

 

Sec 2.  Placer mining claimants shall be allowed twenty acres to be located so that the 

length shall not exceed eighty rods. [After June 3, 1884, locators were “limited to one ten 

acre tract, which shall be twenty rods up and down the gulch and eighty rods across the 

gulch, but shall not include more than one gulch in width.”] 

 

Sec 3. Each location shall be represented by the locator or his authorized agent in long 

and recording. [This was changed to read:”Each and every locator shall locate and record 

his claim in person...Such claims can afterwards by represented by an agent.”] 

 

Sec 4. No person will be restricted to one claim, but may locate one claim in any stream 

or gulch where vacant ground may be found.  But no person shall be allowed to locate 

more than one claim on the same stream or gulch.  Persons shall not be prohibited from 

holding claims acquired by purchase. [This section was eliminated.  Another section was 

added that required claims to be thoroughly blazed, well staked, with lines well defined, 

and readily traced.] 

 

Sec 5.  Claimants shall have one year from the first of January succeeding the date of 

location to work their first annual assessment which will be one-hundred dollars.  Each 

year thereafter claims shall be represented by twenty dollars worth of labor each month 

after the first of June until the first of November, after the first year’s assessment.  

Furthermore, all claims shall be considered laid over from the first of November to the 

first of June.  All necessary work such as making roads or trails, building houses or any 

improvements in opening or working a claim will be allowed five dollars per day as 

assessment labor. 

 

Sec 6.  Claimants will be required to record their claims in the district record within 

fifteen days from the date of location. 

 

Sec 7.  The oldest or first claimants shall have the first privilege of the water, but shall 

not prohibit others from using the surplus water.  And all claimants shall be requested to 

return water to the channel of the stream for the benefit of those below. 

 

Sec 8.  Several miners may form a company for the purpose of opening and working 

mines in placer claims, when such claims are contiguous and the labor performed by said 

company shall represent their several claims, although the amount of labor for the 

convenience of opening and working may be done on one claim. 
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Sec 9.  Difficulties arising between parties in the Mining District shall be settled by 

arbitration.  Each disputant to be allowed an equal number of arbitrators and in case of a 

tie on decision said arbitrators will have power to call an assistant. 

 

Sec 10.  All claims located prior to the date of the adoption of these by-laws shall be 

respected just the same as those made after said date. 

 

Sec 11.  The records of the Coeur d’Alene Mining District in the Shoshone county, Idaho 

Territory, shall be kept at the house of A. J. Prichard, Recorder, near the confluence of 

the Eagle and Prichard creeks. 

 

Sec 12.  On the written application of twelve or more miners the chairman shall cause 

three notices to be posted up in three conspicuous places giving ten days notice of a 

meeting.  Said notices to specify the object and business to be transacted at such meeting.  

To make any changes in the present by-laws between the first of November and the first 

of June the following year shall be illegal. 

  

Sec 13.  These laws to take effect from this date and any laws or regulations previously 

enacted that conflict with these laws shall be considered repealed. 

 

 Signed A.J. Prichard, Chairman, S.R. Wesp, Sec. 
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